
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.66219/sakha.multi.v1.i4.1040 

3107-4006 © 2025 Author(s) retain the copyright of this article. This is an open-access article under the CC BY 4.0 license 

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/) 

Vol. 2, No. 1; Jan – Mar (2026) 

“SAKHA: Multidisciplinary Journal of 

Science, Arts & Technology” 

Available at https://sakha.co.in/journals/mjsat 

SAKHA Multidisciplinary Journal of Science, Arts & Technology, 2(1), 23-28 

Contemporary Challenges to the Survival of Folk Culture In Tamil Nadu 

 

Dr E. Jeeva1a 

1Assistant professor, PG & Research Department of History, Saraswathy Arts and Science College, Olakkur, 

Tindivanam, Villupuram. 

 

Abstract 

Folk culture constitutes the living heritage of Tamil Nadu, deeply rooted in the everyday lives, beliefs, rituals, and 

artistic expressions of its people. Folk songs, dances, rituals, oral narratives, traditional medicine, crafts, and village 

customs have historically functioned as carriers of collective memory and cultural identity. However, in 

contemporary Tamil Nadu, folk culture faces serious challenges due to rapid urbanization, industrialization, 

globalization, digital media influence, and socio-economic transformations. This study examines the major 

challenges affecting the survival of folk culture in Tamil Nadu and analyzes how traditional practices are being 

marginalized, transformed, or commercialized in modern contexts. Using qualitative and interpretative methods, 

the research highlights the declining transmission of folk knowledge, changing lifestyles, loss of patronage, and 

weakening of community-based cultural systems. The study argues that despite these challenges, folk culture 

continues to adapt and survive through cultural resilience, institutional support, and conscious preservation efforts. 

The paper emphasizes the urgent need for documentation, policy intervention, and community participation to 

sustain Tamil Nadu’s folk cultural heritage. 
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Introduction 

Folk culture represents the most intimate and organic form of cultural expression, evolving 

naturally within communities through shared experiences, beliefs, and practices. In Tamil 

Nadu, folk culture manifests in diverse forms such as village deity worship, folk songs, dances 

like Karagattam and Oyilattam, oral epics, rituals, traditional medicine, crafts, and customary 

practices. These traditions have historically played a vital role in maintaining social harmony, 

moral values, and collective identity. 

In recent decades, Tamil Nadu has undergone rapid socio-economic transformation. Urban 

expansion, technological advancement, formal education, and mass media exposure have 

altered traditional ways of life. As a result, folk culture—once central to community life—is 

increasingly perceived as outdated or irrelevant by younger generations. This paper explores 

the challenges faced by folk culture in contemporary Tamil Nadu and examines the factors 

contributing to its gradual decline.  

  

Concept of Folk Culture 

Folk culture refers to the traditional knowledge, beliefs, customs, rituals, art forms, and 

practices transmitted orally across generations within a community. It is community-centered, 

informal, and closely linked to local ecology, occupation, and social structure. Unlike classical 

or elite culture, folk culture is participatory and dynamic, continuously adapting to social 

change. 

In Tamil Nadu, folk culture reflects agrarian life, ecological wisdom, and spiritual beliefs 

associated with nature, fertility, protection, and community well-being. Its survival depends 

largely on intergenerational transmission and collective participation. 

 

 

Folk Culture in the Tamil Context 

Tamil folk culture includes: 

• Folk beliefs and rituals associated with village deities and ancestral worship 

• Oral traditions such as folk songs, ballads, proverbs, and myths 

• Performing arts like Therukoothu, Villupattu, and Kummi 

• Material culture including crafts, pottery, weaving, tattoos, and traditional attire 

• Indigenous knowledge systems such as folk medicine and ecological practices 
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These cultural expressions are deeply embedded in everyday life and social relationships, 

making folk culture an essential component of Tamil identity. 

 

Major Challenges to the Survival of Folk Culture 

Urbanization and Migration 

Rapid urbanization has led to large-scale migration from rural areas to cities. As people move 

away from village settings, the communal spaces that nurtured folk practices disappear. Urban 

life prioritizes individualism over community participation, weakening the social base required 

for folk traditions to flourish. 

 

Influence of Globalization and Mass Media 

Global cultural flows and digital media have introduced new lifestyles, entertainment forms, 

and value systems. Folk arts struggle to compete with cinema, television, and social media, 

resulting in reduced interest among younger generations. Traditional performances are often 

replaced by modern music and popular culture. 

 

Decline in Intergenerational Transmission 

Folk culture survives through oral transmission. However, formal education systems 

emphasize standardized knowledge, leaving little space for indigenous traditions. Elders who 

possess folk knowledge often lack platforms to pass it on, leading to cultural discontinuity. 

 

Economic Marginalization of Folk Artists 

Many folk artists and artisans face economic insecurity. Lack of stable income, patronage, and 

institutional support forces practitioners to abandon traditional occupations. Folk art becomes 

a secondary activity rather than a sustainable livelihood. 

 

Commercialization and Cultural Dilution 

In some cases, folk culture is preserved only in a commercialized or staged form for tourism 

and media consumption. While this provides visibility, it often strips traditions of their original 

meaning, ritual context, and community relevance. 
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Changing Belief Systems and Ritual Practices 

Scientific rationalism, religious reform movements, and modern healthcare systems have 

altered traditional belief structures. Folk rituals related to healing, fertility, and protection are 

increasingly questioned or abandoned, leading to cultural erosion. 

 

Impact of Modern Lifestyle on Folk Culture 

Modern lifestyles prioritize speed, efficiency, and technological engagement. Traditional 

ceremonies, seasonal festivals, and collective rituals are viewed as time-consuming or 

impractical. Nuclear family structures further reduce communal participation, weakening the 

social fabric essential for folk cultural practices. 

 

Adaptation and Resilience of Folk Culture 

Despite these challenges, folk culture in Tamil Nadu has not completely disappeared. Instead, 

it has shown remarkable resilience through: 

• Adaptation of folk arts to contemporary themes 

• Inclusion of folk performances in academic curricula 

• Documentation through digital archives and research projects 

• Revival movements led by cultural organizations and artists 

These efforts indicate that folk culture continues to evolve rather than remain static. 

 

Role of Institutions and Policy 

Government bodies, universities, cultural academies, and NGOs play a crucial role in 

safeguarding folk culture. Policy measures such as financial support for artists, inclusion of folk 

studies in education, and recognition of folk traditions as intangible cultural heritage can 

significantly contribute to cultural preservation. 

 

Findings and Discussion 

The study finds that the survival of folk culture in contemporary Tamil Nadu is threatened 

primarily by socio-economic changes and cultural homogenization. However, community-

driven initiatives and institutional interventions offer hope for revival. Folk culture remains 

relevant when it adapts without losing its core values and meanings. 
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Conclusion 

 Folk culture is a vital component of Tamil Nadu’s cultural identity and social history. 

The challenges it faces today are not merely cultural but also economic and structural. 

Preserving folk culture requires collective responsibility involving communities, scholars, 

policymakers, and cultural practitioners. Sustainable preservation must focus not only on 

performance and display but also on revitalizing the social contexts in which folk culture 

naturally thrives. 

 

 

 

References  

1. Blackburn, S. H. (1988). Singing of birth and death: Texts in performance. University of 

Pennsylvania Press. 

2. Elwin, V. (1955). The religion of an Indian tribe. Oxford University Press. 

3. Herskovits, M. J. (1955). Cultural anthropology. Knopf. 

4. Honko, L. (1998). Textualising the Siri epic. Finnish Literature Society. 

5. Ignatow, G., & Robinson, L. (2017). Digital technology and cultural change. Springer. 

6. Karashima, N. (2009). A concise history of South India. Oxford University Press. 

7. Kothari, R. (1989). Culture and politics in India. Orient Longman. 

8. Moffatt, M. (1979). An untouchable community in South India: Structure and consensus. 

Princeton University Press. 

9. Narayan, K. (1993). Storytellers, saints, and scoundrels: Folk narrative in Hindu religious 

teaching. University of Pennsylvania Press. 

10. Pandian, M. S. S. (2011). The image trap: M. G. Ramachandran in film and politics. Sage 

Publications. 

11. Ramanujan, A. K. (1991). Folktales from India: A selection of oral tales from twenty-two 

languages. Pantheon Books. 

12. Reddy, D. V. (1986). Folk culture and social change in India. Sterling Publishers. 

13. Srinivas, M. N. (1966). Social change in modern India. Allied Publishers. 

14. Thurston, E. (1909). Castes and tribes of Southern India (Vols. 1–7). Government Press. 

15. Williams, R. (1976). Keywords: A vocabulary of culture and society. Oxford University Press. 


